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Epistemology is a new important issue in the study of modern philosophy, a 
priori knowledge and experience knowledge together constitute the knowledge of 
human. Accordance with the point of view of traditional rationalism, a priori 
knowledge is the basis of empirical knowledge, and a priori knowledge’s 
significance is self-evident. Since Kant, “What is the a priori knowledge”, “is there a 
priori knowledge” these two issues are at the center of the debate about a priori 
knowledge. 
In this dissertation, I make an analysis of a priori knowledge in clue of time. 
Previous two chapters analyse a priori knowledge on the sight of European tradition 
of transcendental philosophy, I want to explore the transcendental philosophical 
basis of a priori knowledge; in the third and fourth charpters, I focus on a priori 
knowledge on the sight of American analytic philosophy of 20th century; in the last 
three charpters, I study the recent research of contemporary analytic philosophy 
about the a priori knowledge. I tried to use this as a clue to discuss a range of 
traditional and contemporary theory of a priori knowledge, and sketched the 
approximate outline of development of the theory of a priori knowledge. I first 
analyse the foundation of a priori knowledge on trancedental philosophy, I focuse on 
Kant's argument about a priori knowledge, which called transcendental deduction. 
By using the methods of argument reconstruct, I want to check the validity of 
transcendental deduction. Then I introduce Husserl's phenomenal epistemology, I 
attempt to analyze the relationship between Husserl's theory of a priori knowledge 
and Kant’s. In the third chapter I study the discussion of a priori knowledge in 
analytic philosophy. I concerned the famous challenge about a priori knowledge 
which was launched by Quine, and introduce the debate between Putnam and Quine, 















1970s. The fourth chapter introduces the pragmatic a priori, discussed Davidson's 
critique of a priori knowledge, by this way to outline the debates about a priori 
knowledge. I attempt to explain Davidson failed to achieve his intended purpose in a 
linguistic manner. The fifth chapter I review the reanalysis of a priori knowledge 
that make by contemporary analytic philosophy, contemporary analytic philosophers 
analyzes two main properties of a priori knowledge, namely necessity and analytical, 
they attempt to clarify whether necessity and strict universality are sure criteria of a 
priori knowledge. The sixth chapter analyzes recent debates about the existence of a 
priori knowledge. Contemporary scholars tend to study the a priori knowledge from 
the perspective of a priori justification, and this is a main feature of contemporary 
epistemology. In contemporary epistemology, the definition of a priori knowledge is 
quite different from the traditional Kantian view. Most of the contemporary 
epistemology researchers agree that a priori knowledge can be wrong and defeated 
by experience. In the seventh chapter, I focus on whether a priori knowledge can be 
defeated by experience, Review “a modest a priori” which is defends by Manfredi 
and Summerfield. Manfredi and Summerfield hold that the traditional definition of a 
priori knowledge does not require a priori knowledge cannot be defeated by 
experience, and thus a priori knowledge is experience revisable. I argue that a priori 
knowledge is rational revisable and experiential unrevisable. Even a priori 
knowledge is fallible, a priori knowledge cannot be defeated by experience still a 
basic requirements that must be met. 
The dissertation is just a try to the systematic construction of a priori 
knowledge, and this is also the innovation of my dissertation. 
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语是：demonstratio procedens ex causis ad causas。而后验论证则是用来表
明从结果推出原因，即从结论到前提的论证，其专门术语是：demonstratio 







                                                 
① 转引自 米特尔斯特拉斯：先验概念的演变，载于《外国哲学资料》第七辑，北京：商务印书馆，1984
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